Be Not Drunk with Wine, Part 3

Ephesians 5:18

We're studying the book of Ephesians and having a wondentildoing it. As we've come to
the fifth chapter, the eighteenth verse of the wowthik of the believer, we have stopped for a
brief digression because so many people have posed tt@wguesgarding the drinking of wine.
In verse 18 we read, "Be not drunk with wine, in whichxisess, but be filled with the Spirit."
Now we studied that in the context but it raised the gqueste know we're not supposed to be
drunk, we know the Bible forbids us to be drunkards, thasis,ahat is part of our past life, the
words of Peter come ringing back, for you have spenigintime in the past doing what pagans
choose to do. He then goes on talking about living in détemycdrunkenness, orgies,
carousings and detestable idolatry, we know that's aptre past life, we know that
drunkenness is a forbidden thing and we know that we arefitedenith the Spirit. But the
guestion that arises is this; we agree that drunkennessnidat what about drinking wine at all.
What is to be the Christian's position in regard tokiingy alcoholic beverages? Since this is
such a major issue today and such a current, needed discussibave digressed from the text
itself to discuss that very issue. Should a Chrisdiamk or what does the Bible say about the
Christian and alcoholic beverages?

Now you'll remember that we tried to share with yot fimse some principles that we have to
use as checkpoints in this discussion. The Bible doesayogou cannot drink wine. | told you
last time if it did, I'd read the verse and we'd go hdimdoesn't say that. And so we have to get
some other principles to determine whether it's rightr@ng and if it is, when it is and when it
isn't and so forth. Should a Christian drink alcoholiedbages? This is a very important issue.
81% of the Catholics and 64% of the Protestants in Amaneadrink alcoholic beverages. So
if the word of God has something to say about it theza #hould be a wide audience of people
out there listening.

Now we told you there would be 8 principles or checkpoi@seed to pass through to arrive at
an answer. We went through the first two last tinmet. he remind you of them.

The first question we asked was Is it the same? In @tbads is the wine today the same as the
wine consumed in Bible times? And the reason we nedddbwith that issue is because people
will invariably say, that is Christian people, if they drinine or alcoholic beverages-that they
did it in Bible times. So if they did it in Bible time®]d Testament times, New Testament times
then it's certainly alright to do it today. So the quesi® is the drinking of the Bible times the
same as today, was the product the same, was thehgisarne? We went into that in great
detail last Sunday and we found the answer was no. Theocemsumed in Bible times was not
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the same 9 to 11% alcoholic content that people drink tdddnared with you that there were 3
kinds of wine; really, there was the glukos, which hadatevih the new wine, fresh wine.

The Old Testament word is tirosh, and that would be wargh like grape juice, of course, it
could ferment very rapidly and so it could cause drunkersme#svas mixed with water and the
lowest dilution would be 3 parts of water with 1 part wireglucing any alcoholic content to a
very low, negligible alcoholic percentage so it wouldhe' classified as an alcoholic drink, you
would have to sit there and drink and drink and drink and drinkyant were bloated to get
drunk. Then there was oinos that word is simply wingeneral and it's liquid form and we saw
that wine was always mixed with water. In the newa@sint the normal wine that stood for a
long time in a large container would then be mixed withhewas high as 10 to 15 partsto 1, as
low as 3 parts to 1 so that it would not present an almotmntent and cause drunkenness. You
had the fresh wine which was also mixed with water, yaithe fermented wine which was also
mixed with water and then you had that wine that wémscl boiled paste. They would take the
new wine; boil it evaporating all the water, killing &k bacteria, consequently it could not
ferment, storing it in wine skins, then when they wdritedrink it, they would squeeze it out, it
would come out like a thick paste honey, mix it again waghter. Plyme, the Roman historian
said as much as 20 parts to 1 because it was a thick c@teantd drink it at that point and then
it would be unfermented.

So the wine of the Bible was either the unfermentedygmape mixed with water or it was
mixed with water from a liquid base. The straight sasfive know it today with a 9 to 11%
alcohol content would be classified as shakar in théesldiment, sikera in the new. It can be
translated strong drink. We showed you that both the lasrpagans and the Scriptures saw it
as a barbarian drink. So that straight wine as we khtoday, with a 9 to 11% alcohol content
was not consumed as the norm by the people of the Bilsday nothing of the other liquor today
which is from 15% to 50% alcohol which is the conterd 00 proof. So it was different and
we have to make that statement because we don't waasecour drinking today on the Bible
people drinking if it were not the same.

The second question we asked, the second checkpoint, yas drthe same, is it necessary?
We pointed out for that most people in the Old Testaniewas sort of necessary for them to
drink wine, they had little choice between water, nritkn a goat or a cow and wine. There may
have been some other things they concocted but bgdicallwas about it and, normally it was
pretty necessary to drink wine of some sorts. As |lisayas diluted for the normal course of life
and if you wanted to drink strong drink just to get drunk or sedative for some severe illness.
But in the Bible day they had a problem with choice, thay a limited amount of choices. But
today we don't have that problem, so we would say, secasdiynecessary. The answer is no, it
is not necessary to drink wine. It then falls into ¢h&egory of an option, it falls into the
category of a preference, it falls into the categdrg want. I've heard some people say, "Well, |
just like the taste of it," That's fine, that's a likea preference or want but not a necessity. We
are not like some cultures and, by the way, there mapime people in some cultures of the



world who will listen to this tape and in their partiauddtuation they are very limited, they just
have no choice whatsoever.

Now under a certain circumstance at a certain poititn& it may be a different case but in our
society for the most part, clear around the world itashecessary thing. | would venture to say
that every place I've been, every language, everyreudtnd in every climate, somewhere there
is Coca Cola. And in addition to Coca Cola even inAtab countriesright outin the middle of
the pyramids, there was a guy selling soda pop. You hdwettk ©ut your soda pop to see what
was swimming in it but nonetheless it was soda pop.

So it really isn't a necessity today. We have sophtgtitan terms of producing drinks; we have
refrigeration and things like that to bypass fermentaié@re not in the same category. So first
guestion then, is it the same? No. Second questidmeasessary? No. So we come to the fact
that it is a choice. You choose to drink because yousehtwdrink. It's a choice and people will
say, "Well, | have liberty in Christ, I'm free, dflihgs are lawful it says inCor. 6:12 all things

are lawful, I'm not bound, I'm not under the Law, foodasmore sacred, there are no more clean
and the unclean food, Acts chapter 10, Romans chapteo fi#ere's no need for me to fear my
drinking. My liberty allows me that prerogative. So iishoice so | may choose or not to
choose." Let me ask you the third question then, i®ib#dst choice?

Is it the best choice? There are a lot of thingsdh@ a choice. The Bible doesn't say you can't
stick leaves in your mouth and light them on fire. Bllle doesn't say that. If you want to put
leaves in your mouth and light them on fire and blowlsarttrough your nose, you have a right
to do that. It is not forbidden in the Bible. Of coussenebody said if God meant you to smoke
He would have built you with a chimney. That may notrbe but that is not forbidden in the
Bible. It's a choice you make and some people tell yaisthat the best choice. You have a
choice to drink coffee or not to drink coffee so some fgetipnk coffee is wonderful some
people think the caffeine has a negative effect and ittmigthbe the best choice although you
have the liberty to drink coffee, burn plants inyour nhoarid also to drink wine if you choose
that liberty. So it a matter of choice but is it tlestchoice? And let's deal in that category for a
minute. | want to show you some progression of biblicah&to help you to see the best choice,
alright? Let's go back to Leviticus chapter 10. 1 think yéiadl this to be fascinating, provided |
can keep you alerted to it.

Now in God'sbasic economy in Israel, there was aragpa among the people. There were
higher standards for people with greater responsibilitiésn't know if you really know that but
it's true. That can be illustrated a lot of ways, tfkeexample a sin offering. Remember certain
people had to come, well everybody had to come and msikeoffering, but if it were a sin of
the congregation it would be a bullock, if it were adithe high priest it would be a bullock, if
it were the sin of a ruler it would be a male goait,wWere a sin of only a lay individual it could
be two turtle doves, it could be a young pigeon, it coué&hdoe flour.
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In other words, it seems the higher you go the higheretipgirement for a sacrifice. The higher
the theocratic rank the more costly was the offerfrgl since the congregation itself was a
priestly nation it needed to have an offering that vegsvalent of a high priest. The high priest
had to give the highest offering, a bullock. Under himrthers had to give a goat under them
the people could give doves and things like that cause therhigghnrank the more serious the
responsibility and the greater the guilt. You see,sheltat it says idames 3:1stop being so
many teachers for theirs is the greater condemnatkiwat's the reason the Lord, said, "Too much
is given, too much is required.” The higher the theocratik the higher the responsibility and
consequently the more severe the sin. The sin beanes guilt the higher the position. Because
when you sin in a high position its ramifications aereaching, aren't they? A sin on the part of
a high priest or a ruler or king had a tremendous resporsegatine people, far reaching. So it is
by God's standard.

Now God has established standards for His people but if&lhment times He called certain
people above those standards and He said I'm setting & kighdard for you. The first
illustration of that is Leviticus 10 verse 8, God isig@/the requirements for the priesthood here
and they're most interesting. He says to Aaron-whoanagh priest, "Do not drink wine or
strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when yangmthe tabernacle of the congregation,
lest ye die."

Now that's a pretty strong requirement, no wine @ngfrdrink, now do you see what's
happening? Whereas the people drank wine which was mixed afén @or the paste out of the
wineskin, where the people would drink this and some prodigaople who would even drink
strong drink, the priests were called to a higher levell &@ not to do this ... When you enter
into the tabernacle of the congregation or you'll aé this shall be a statute for ever throughout
your generations: And that you may put difference betwebnamal unholy, and between clean
and unclean. In other words you are called apart to a sigpaonsecration to a higher level of
devotion, to a higher level of commitment to God. Aache commentators say that it has to do
only when they ministered in the tabernacle, only whesy tinistered to the Lord and some say
it has to do with their whole life long. Well eithemy the point is when they did minister for the
Lord, they were called to minister to God and they hacttmtally abstainers. Why? Lest their
judgment or their priestly functions be clouded takingny alcoholic drink. God wanted their
minds clean and clear and pure. So they were forbiddenttmtlas if God were elevating them
to another standard, another level above the people.

Proverbs 31, last chapter of the book in verse 4, andybarsee the same standard again not
only for the priests but for the kings and. the prindesse 4 of Proverbs 31 says, "It is not for
kings, 0 Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, nor fi’imces strong drink." Why? "Lest they
drink, and forget the law and pervert the judgment of artegfflicted.” In other words, not
only were the priests called to an abstaining positiorsduwtere the kings and the princes. God
did not want their judgment clouded. God did not want titmking fuzzy or hazy.God wanted
them set apart. God wanted them consecrated. God waetadchpart and different from the
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people. And verse 6 says if you're going to give strong doirdomebody, strong drink should
be given only to people ready to perish. In other wordsayblse drinking it was barbaric.
Strong drink which would be the straight unmixed wine shbeldiven to somebody who is
perishing. In other words, as a sedative for someone iropdieath.

Now the wine which was the normal wine, mixed, shouldien to those with heavy hearts.
Let them drink and forget their poverty and their miségt.the warmth and the joy that comes
from the wine be for those with problems, with deep maisl or let the strong drink for those
who are dying but for kings or princes or priests, ifoaa add Leviticus to that thought, be total
abstainers. So there was a level of consecratidreitetdership which demanded a higher
standard.

Now let's look at Numbers chapter 6 and I'll show yoti tish only the kings and the princes and
the priests and the high priests but there were cgréaiple in the congregation of Israel that
chose this standard too. Anybody could choose to step up &idhard, this was the highest
standard. And you'll remember in Numbers chapter 6, verSeh&,Lord spoke to Moses saying,
speak to the children of Israel and say unto them, witleer enan or woman shall separate
themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separatesdees unto the Lord."

Now stop there for a minute. Anybody in the congregatibisrael could say, "l want to
consecrate my whole life to God, | want to devote mypleltife to the Lord, | want to set myself
apart unto God, | want to say 'no’ to the things oflifeisand 'yes' to the things of God, | want to
be different, | want to be consecrated.” So God sagdlly institute the highest act of
consecration and it is called a Nazarite vow andnte®to us from the word nazir. And nazir
means the consecrated one. A Nazarite is a conseaate In fact the Greek equivalent nazar
means holiness or devotion. So when a Jew wanted to paneand really commit himself, you
know we talk about dedicating your life to God after yocdmee a Christian, taking that second
step, committing yourself and consecrating, well thalgazarite vow. The Nazarite would take
a vow of separation.

The end of verse 2 says it. "To separate themselveghentmrd.” A vow of holiness, a vow of
consecration to come apart. And what would be the ctaref it, verse 3, "He shall separate
himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegavine or vinegar of strong

drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes nor eastrgyapes or dried. All the days of his
separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the \@ee firom the kernels even to the husk.
All the days of the vow of his separation there shaltazor come upon his head." So there was
the Nazarite vow. You don't cut your hair and you dmnith any wine. The highest level of
consecration involvedabstinence. It was as if they s&@ping up to another level, and
identifying with the kings and the princes and the priestistlamse who were set apart most unto
God.



Now, they could take a Nazarite vow for 30 days, 60 d#¥yslays or even for life. And there
were three people in the Bible who were NazaritesfflarSamuel, Samson and John the
Baptist. And it's most fascinating, not only were theyafites for life but in the case of Samuel
and Samson, both of their mothers, when their mstivere told by God they were going to
have them for sonshad the same vow of abstinencsutenit wouldn't be just to avoid the
alcoholic poisoning of the infant rather it was that sdevel of consecration. Hannah says that
she drank neither wine nor strong drink Bamuel 1:148% 15 and the wife of Manoah, the
mother of Samson says the same thing, the angel canes &ind said you're neither to drink
wine or strong drink even as the child you're bearing.e®e, lfior special times whether priests
or kings or princes or Judges like Samson or great m&oadfike Samuel or as great men of
God as the prophet John the Baptist there was anetledrdf consecration another level of
devotion, a higher vow than was asked of the common @eApt by the way, this was not
simply common to those leaders. Anybody could do thatlzr@ were many Nazarites in
Israel. | don't think we realize that but we really t&now how many there were but that there
were many.

For example, in Amos chapter 2 it says in verse 1bd"says and | raised up of your sons for
prophets, and of your young men for Nazarites. Is it weh ¢hus, 0 ye children of Israel? Thus
saith the Lord". In other words, God says | raised up migdnd | also raised up Nazarites. |
raised up some that were set apart, some who took a gle some who had a higher
standard of life among you. And of course he goes onytb®a they had corrupted them. Amos
says to the people, "But you gave the Nazarites wineirtk dnd you commanded the prophets
saying, Prophesy not." They desecrated those Nazahitsg wwho God had set apart and
consecrated to Himself by total abstinence the peopgBodfhad actually desecrated and they
gave them wine. Back in Judges chapter 13 and verse 4 wéeestdtement regarding the
mother of Samson, just so you'll know where it is. §ngs, "l pray thee, and drink not wine nor
strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing. For lo, thot sbateive.”" Then in verse 7 the last
part of verse 7, "for the child shall be a Nazarite to @owh the womb to the day of his death."

Now it seems to me that many of these in Amos 2,@oat had established as Nazarites may
well have been Nazarites for life who were desecratedally forced or enticed into
disobedience by the rest of the people. So God hasisktabthis vow of consecration and there
were many people who took it.

| want you to notice Lamentations chapter 4, verse @usecthis goes right along with it. By the
time you get to Jeremiah's day, and Jeremiah wrote Latierd, the Nazarites have been
corrupted. God established. this beautiful vow, this wdatact of consecration and as time
goes on it corrupts more and more and you find a tremersfiaigsnent in Lamentations right
after the book of Jeremiah, chapter 4 verse 7.

Listen to what it says, "Her Nazarites" now versiovill say nobles or leaders or rulers but the
Hebrew is Nazarites, "Her Nazarites were purer tnamwsthey were whiter than milk, they
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were more ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing wasapphire." Now there's something
about abstaining and something about Nazarites devoted to &duhtha result in your own

life. You looked different, apparently, it did something you. And here were these tremendous
Nazarites, purer than snow, whiter than milk, more ruddyoidy than rubies; their polishing
was like sapphire but what happened? As they were desgenadl as they were tempted and as
they fell as the people enticed them their visage betdanker than coal, they are not known in
the streets anymore, you can't tell them from the petpé#@ skin clings to their bones, it is
withered and they become like a stick. They that be slah the sword are better than they that
be slain with hunger. In other words the Nazarites lemtbime destitute and put down and put
out, stricken and so forth. What an amazing thing.

God had established this high vow and He had raised up pediple @b this level, priests, kings
rulers and special prophets and judges and special meralikeo® and others that he had lifted
to that level and for some strange reason peoplenjtrieeded. to pull them down to their
level. You know it's a funny thing about people, instead oinatigathe highest level they want
to grab the people at the highest level and yank them tiotteir level. That's what happened
in Israel. And Jeremiah, bless his heart, when he daat was going on with that, God used him
to speak on that issue and he said to Judah, "You're disobeJudah".

In chapter 35 of Jeremiah he said you're disobedi¢nthdagive you a contrast. In chapter 35 of
Jeremiah he says, do you remember the Rechabites?thalites the son of Jonadab? Do you
remember that Jonadab said to the Rechabites you wiieneirink wine or strong drink, you,
your sons, your daughters, your wives or anybody in yauilydorever. In other words, a
whole family took the vow of abstinence. The whamily stepped up to the highest level and
God says when | even put bowls of wine in front of tleelRbites, they wouldn't drink it.
Jeremiah 35, verses 2 to 6. 1 put bowls of wine in frotiteim and they wouldn't drink it and he
goes all the way through that chapter and he finally sipra saying, look at the temptations
they had to drink wine and they never broke their tengpisiout you have been disobedient to
me. You have been disobedient to me. Here was a gfqugople who were obedient and they
were contrasted with disobedient Israel and the @dititeir obedience was total abstinence.
They had taken that level and God, used them as exemplary

Now when you come to the new testament you find ituke_.chapter 1, verse 15, most
interesting, Zacharias and Elizabeth are told by anlanggre going to have a son in verse 13,
he's going to cause them great joy and gladness, many peeeing to rejoice at his birth and
verse 15 of Luke 1 says, "For he shall be great in the eighe Lord, and shall drink neither
wine nor strong drink but he shall be filled with thely48pirit even from his mother's womb."

Now here's the greatest man who everlived. Jesusrsislidtinew 11:1]1the greatest man who
ever lived is John the Baptist, the greatest man wholigeel; was a total abstainer all his life.
You see, there's a level, there's a higher level thgtrthe common that God has lifted certain
people to this level. The greatest man who ever liveav )Wuu say, "What does that have to do
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with me?" Well by implication a lot of things. When yoome to the New Testament and. you
hear the words of Peter, he says this, You are kindjpaests. Every Christian is a king, every
Christian is a priest. When you comeagaimtiithew 11:11 Jesus said "The greatest man born
among women is John the Baptist; nevertheless héstlegtst in My kingdom is greater than
he." From now on, we're all at the level of JohnBlagtist, we're all kings and we're all priests
and from now on we're all to be separated unto God, a#t@ be consecrated.

Il Cor. 6:17 "Come out from among them and be ye separate and notiche unclean thingI?
Cor. 7:1 "Cleanse yourselves from all filthiness of the flaskl spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of God." We're all called to the highest levelrevall elevated to make the best choices.
When you come in to the New Testament, belovednt delieve the standard changes, | really
don't. You know people say, "Priests couldn't drink and kaaogsgdn't drink and princes couldn't
drink and the judges couldn't drink that were consecrated doa@Gao all these people, the
Rechabites didn't do it and all the Nazarites that thekvow didn't do it but when you get to the
old testament, everyone can do it. | don't think inrtée testament God lowered His standard.
To show you that look at | Tim. chapter 3, now heretlaedeaders of the church, this is the
standard for those who lead in the church. | Tim. 3 nifeen desire the office of a bishop, the
bishop is synonymous with elder or pastor it just meanadetan the church. If a man is to be a
leader in the church, he desires a good thing and he mustrbeléss. Blameless in what areas?
Well, he lists a lot of them, a one woman man,hilreband of one wife, means a one woman
man totally in love with his wife, temperate, sobendad, of good behavior, given to
hospitality, skillful in teaching and watch verse 3, goen to wine.

Now I've kind of changed my thinking on this because | gotitnh depth this week and | really
studied these terms here in the Greek. And it's a wégyeisting thing, the verb in this section is
the verb to-be, anon, the verb to-be, it is a sthbeing that he is talking about. And he uses a
particle for you Greek students, the particle is dei andsdeparticle used to speak of logical
necessity rather than moral ought. In other words atlegyical necessity that these things
follow, if a man desires the office of bishop it igically necessary to do this. It is not the
morality that's the issue it's the logic of it. Angedogical thing for a man who is a leader is that
he is not given to wine and that is all just one wide, which is not, the negative and then the
word is paroinon, he is not paroinon. It does not tedagiven to wine; it translates beside wine,
paroinon, para being beside. Now watch, it is logycadicessary that one who is desiring to be
an elder be in a state of not being beside wine. Tiwhgs it is saying, that is the literal Greek.
What it says to me is that an elder in the church sintiuddink wine; he shouldn't be beside it,
not to be tempted by it, not to be enticed by it. | ddrirtkt God lowers His standard; he is not to
be along side wine. You say, "Well, don't you think it justans he's not to be given to too much
of it?" No, it doesn't say that, it says he Is ndteédeside wine. Why?

Listen if a priest was to be clear minded at all tiraed never give himself the possibility to be
tempted, if it was true for a king, if it was true foprance, if it was true for a judge, if it was true
for a great leader like Samuel, if it was true for gppet like John the Baptist is it any lower of a
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standard for those who rule in the church of JesustGhhish He purchased with His own
precious blood? Should it be any less? And by the wagdethow you why I'm convinced that
this means that he is to follow the same standardeasldhtestament, you go down to verse 8
and watch this is very interesting. In verse 8 it sagsy he's talking about deacons and deacons
do not rule, deacons serve. Deacons don't make decisiopslattierule they just serve but how
interesting it says of a deacon, "In like manner mwgacon be serious, not double-tongued, not
given to much wine."

Now there you find the word much, the point was thisglder had none, a deacon was allowed
some in moderation. Why? Because he did not have to malsodes. He was not a mediator,
moderator, arbitrator, judge, discerner, leader, therety @difterence. And by the way, he has to
mean something different because the whole phrasealogyrse 8 is different. He doesn't even
use the word paroinon; he uses a completely differebt wecompletely different form of the
noun, a completely different addition of the wordli@oivhich means much. It literally says that
he is not attached too much wine. The point being this, méent the same thing in both cases
he would have used the same phrase. But when he usgemifphrases, he has different things
in mind. And I'm convinced that the thrust of what he is saljerg is elders follow in the
continuity of all God's leaders, all those who soubathighest level whereas deacons, of course
not being in that absolute position of decision makird) l@&ing the agents of God to lead the
church would have a standard somewhat lower. Now remetimbetoesn't mean if you're a
deacon now you can go out and whoop it up, remember teattlbe wine that those deacons
drank was wine mixed with water again with a very low baddc content.

| don't know how else to explain the disparity in twe statements, the disparity in the two
Greek phrases then to say paroinon means that he wesb@beside wine period. Do you see
thepoint? And | thank God that the elders of Grace Choaele taken this commitment that it is

a logical necessity that they not drink wine at all.sTieisomething they decided years ago to set
the highest standard of God's leadership and that's the isayith the elders here and | thank
God for that. Well, the point is this, people, for cerfanctions and for certain areas of
responsibility in categories of ministry, God require@ltabstinence. That was for the highest
and the best and really all throughout history, anyonedesored could come up to that level if
they choose to. Anybody could be consecrated as a Mazéou find even in Acts 21, a group

of people going to the temple and doing that, you find Panpdbat. In fact if you want to

know something interesting look at | Timothy chapter 5,e/8% "And Paul says to Timothy,
drink no longer water but use a little wine for your shahis sake and your frequent infirmities".
Why does he tell him that? You know why, I'm convinced the waly that verse makes senseis
if Timothy didn't normally drink wine. If Timothy normglidrank wine, Paul wouldn't have to
say that, but if Timothy was in the habit of abstainingd drinking water, Paul says go ahead and
take a little bit for the medicinal purposes it renderatt 80 it seems to me that it is very well
possible that Timothy had taken himself to that levebmhmitment as leader in the church of
Jesus Christ.



What I'm saying is this, there's a high standard in théeBor those in spiritual leadership and
that to me is the best choice. You know if we'rkemltys, we're all priests, if we're all those who
were set apart from God as consecrated by the Holy,Spive're all,Romans 12:1to present
our bodies as a living sacrifice, if we are all to camea burnt offering, offering ourselves in
total consecration as an act of natural and normadhymrthen it seems to me that all of us
could well consider making the best and the highest choice.

So, we ask - is it the same? No. Is it necessary® Rohe best choice? Well, perhaps not.
Maybe the best choice is to stand with those who egra# in the Old Testament and in the
new and in the church today, those who lead.

Let's ask a fourth question. If we're going to drink addchbeverages, we ought to face the
guestion - Is it habit forming? Now this is a tough isseeause a lot of things are habit forming.
You say, "l put my sock on my left foot everyday beforeright foot.” That's habit forming
because I've been doing it so long and it doesn't hurtmnpdied in the idea of habit forming is a
habit which creates a negative response. This taked @ot0 6:12 and | quoted it in part a
moment ago but this is what it says, "All things are lawfito me, but all things are not
expedient." And the literal English meaning comes froenword foot, which you get the little
letters ped, which means all things do not free my feeaitHer words, there are things | could do
but they'll tangle up my feet, they'll trip me up, thaydlme down. All things are permissible

but they will hinder me, some will entangle me. And oh#he things alcohol does, although
they may say well | have the liberty, | have theeffem to do that, we may find that in using that
freedom it may become an entanglement because andhef the verse it says, "All things are
lawful for me but | will not be brought under the powéany". Alcohol has the ability to tangle
you up in your feet, and that's for sure, you ought to seglgmeteet when they're drunk they're
very tangled up but more than that it brings you under tlaeepof some other influence. It
creates a dependency, a habit that can cause an overgpafeyour own choice making and
thinking processes.

And | guess | come down to this issue. | want to avoidrgiht? And | think you do to, | really
do. If I think something is really a sin | know in myheawtdnt to avoidthat. But | would go a
step further and say | want to avoid those things whicmpate sin. Why should | expose
myself to something that could potentiate sin. | feekdome way with food. Gluttony is a sin
and if I don't know how to handle food I could get intoteof problems, now | don't have much
choice about eating food, I've got to eat food, it's not Ifkekahg wine in that sense but you
know what | like to do? | like to vary my eating and sames abstain totally from food on a
somewhat regular basis just so that | am in contrelhatt | eat, so it isn't controlling me. And |
think that's a very basic thing in the Christian lifée never want to get under the control and
the power of things that are ungodly influences thatrangs that could cause us to fall into sin.
So I would say the safest line is to avoid sin and dabwhich can potentiate sinfulness.


http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Romans 12.1
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/I Cor. 6.12

The people at the Alcohol Institute said that alcosidlabit forming because it has the ability to
attack the brain and create that dependency and weoall &bout that. Now some people can do
it and it doesn't become a habit but it does have thahpal, it can become a habit. So we have
to answer the question, is it habit forming with a poédiyes it can be. It can form a habit, it can
create a dependency, it can tangle up our feet and ldrcanus into it's power so that we do
things and say things and think things that are not our owmtite. They are induced in us by
the power and the influence of alcohol.

Let's go to a fifth question. If then it is habit formins it also potentially destructive? And the
answer to that is yes. | have a letter right hemayrhands from a dear young lady in our church
and I'm not going to take the time to read the whateggtthis morning except to say that the
contents of the letter, I'll give you just a littleotight here, briefly-Last Sunday during the
service orEphesians 5:18 was compelled to share something with you, my mothekugust

15, 1978 in General Hospital in intensive care with a aardirest and respiratory failure, she
had sclerosis of the liver, high blood pressure, damagedyscdmd from my own diagnosis a
broken heart. Needless to say, my dear mother wals@moéic. She had been an alcoholic from
her late twenties till the day she died at the agi#6of

When | committed my life to Christ surely | had a deepceon for my mother's salvation. |
shared the gospel with her many times and she said Gathtchelp her because she was an
awful person. | would, tell her that God loves her notenathat she was or what she is now but
it seemed hopeless to her. When | would talk on the pboatherwise, sometimes she would
ask me to pray for her. She also read the Bible frora tortime and was searching for God. Her
last days were spent in a cruddy hotel in Los Angelesevbhe was once beaten up and more
than once, robbed. One day she was taken to the Hdspita asthma attack and when | called
the hospital they told me she was in a coma. She éddnNo cardiac arrests and a heart attack.
Well, when she was in a coma there was no way tdrieacfor Jesus so | had allmy friends
including Grace Church Emergency Prayer Group to pray lleat@me out of the coma. The
very next day she came out of it, she had a respirat@r mouth to breathe for her and they had
a machine moderating her heart rate and some kind ofyjkidaehine on her, it was pitiful. |
stayed with her and prayed most of the day and read eiit&td's love and gift of salvation.
She was very restless and didn't seem to know thas thveae. She goes on to describe more of
the medical factors. | asked her if she believed Jebtist@as her Savior and that He died for
her sins and if she did to squeeze my hand and she squeehatidnfter that her heart rate
started going down and eventually went down to 94 beatsperte and stayed within a few
beats of that the whole time. She became more péadlefuand two days later my mom's heart
stopped, she died. The alcohol and the kind of lifegbas along with it and being an alcoholic
is what caused her death. She goes on.

There's no question that we know about that. | donWwkexactly what happened in that dear
lady's heart before she died. | hope she meant thag@zgjugon't you? You know the evils of
alcohol and you know that it is potentially destructivat Bwant to look aEphesians 5:18nd
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not only know it from a testimony viewpoint but knowrdm the text. IrEphesians 5:1&here is
a little word that is very powerful. You read there, tiAme not drunk with wine, in which is
excess". That is the word asotia that is a veryésterg and important word, asotia, it originally
meant to be hopelessly and incurably sick.

Now read the verse that way, Don't be drunk with wiviach leads to be hopelessly, incurably
sick. You think God knows that drunkenness can lead to digsi@aties. We could say that the
literal meaning at the time Paul wrote would be this, ati@person would be one by his
manner of life destroyed himself, one who by his mannéfeoflestroyed himself. Drunkenness
leads to incurable, hopeless sickness and destructiot's Tigat in the Bible. By the wayuke
15:13you have this word asotia used, it says a young man wéig father and he said; father,
give me everything that | have coming to me and, you remerbéeaook everything he got and
he went into a far country and it says he engaged himsedftous living, remember that?
Riotous living,Luke 15:13is the word asotia, he debauched himself, he engaged wmHith

lead to incurable, hopeless sickness, he had a life whasseemwas to lead to destruction, a
wild undisciplined, debauchery life. There's no questian tiinis word is indicating or saying to
us, drunkenness leads to dissipation. Drunkenness leadsriactiest You study it all the way
through the Bible and you find this, wine is a mocker amiriging, it says.

In Proverbs 4:17 says if you drink wine you findviolence accompanying iuYjo back in
where there is the book of Genesis and you find drunkenmessis immorality, where there is
drunkenness, there is incest. You go back eateronomy 21:2Where there is drunkenness,
there is gluttony, where there is drunkenness theebalion, where there is drunkenness there
is disobedience to parents, where there is drunkenrerssisha dissolute life. That's where it
leads, Be not drunk with wine which produces a hopeless andalrle sickness. The Bible says,
people, that it can lead to destruction.

| don't know if you know this but one-fourth of the patgadmitted into mental hospitals have
an alcoholic problem. It tears the mind to ribbons. Wavkthat physically it produces sclerosis
of the liver, obstructed liver causes ballooning, it evarses the ballooning of the veins of the
esophagus according to one medical report | read. Thesthoutt veins are more prone to
rupture when food is swallowed and cause a serious amdhdsarrhage so that when some
people who die of this die from having eaten.

Further you'd probably be remiss if you didn't remembedralecahol not only Kills the people
who drink it but it kills a lot of innocent people who atargling around. You know that in forty-
one point - two per-cent (41.2%) of all violent deathsplad! is the factor. Nearly half of
everybody that dies violently is the result of soreelaol. A study conducted in Delaware
indicates that alcohol figures in half of our traffieaths. | New York City, a joint study made by
the State Department of Health and Cornell Univergitealed that 73% of the drivers
responsible for the accidentsin which they died had Heieking. In Westchester County, New
York blood tests were done on 83 drivers that were kiflezsingle vehicle accidents, the test
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revealed that 79% of these drivers were under the influgingguor. Alcohol is a deadly thing.

It leads to excess, asotia, hopeless incurable illesshe book of Proverbs just talks about this
over and over and over. Isaiah chapter 28, let me read Ve "But they also have erred, through
wine and through strong drink are out of the way." Thestsiand the prophet have erred
through strong drink, they are swallowed up with wine, dn@yout of the way through strong
drink, they err in their visions, they stumble in thagtgment, their tables are full of vomit and
filthiness so that there is no clean place.

So who's left to teach knowledge, who's left to spealksfma. It corrupted the priesthood, it
corrupted the prophets, that's why, you see, God lifted/levdy above that, he wanted their
leadership. That's why He elevated those people becawsktidrpotential to lead to a
slobbering, sickening, vomiting group of leaders sitting arouiathle. And so God lifted it and

in Joel, God withdrew the right to drinkoel 1:5 "Awake you drunkards and weep and wail you
drinkers of wine because of the new wine for it's cufrofin your mouth.” God says, "No more
drink for you". Why? The locusts came in and the locustrolged the crops and He says you're
never going to take another drink as long as you live hi'dast for you. Why? Look at verse 3
of Joel, chapter 3, it tells "Because you cast lotsrpipeople and have given a boy away for a
harlot and sold a girlfor wine that you might drink.'té&me to the place where a jug of wine was
worth more than a girl, they would sell a persorviore. That reminds me of Jerry McCauley,
the drunk who took in the middle of the night, crept mtmortuary where his dead two-year old
daughter lay in a casket and stole the clothes of her lledy and took them to a bar in
exchange for a drink, that's how debauched he becantbeByay, later on God saved him and
he became a great evangelist. But that's dissipatiothatig what it can do.

Ephraim's iniquity in Hosea chapter 7 was linked to wine. Amiates several places, chapter 2,
chapter 4, chapter 6 about terrible debauchery that csoresdrunkenness and wine. We know
that it can lead to that, so that the question confascan lead to that why would, we put in
front of us something that can lead to that when we tlamé to'Habakkuk 2:15'Woe unto

him that gives his neighbor drink, that puts his winesihim and makes him drunk also, that
thou may look on their nakedness. Thou art filled withme not glory, drink thou also and let
thy shame come upon thee, the cup of the Lord's right $taaltlbe turned unto thee and
shameful spewing shall be on thy glory." Boy, what aejeysu do that and God's going to spew
on you, God's going to make you drink his cup of Judgment. Yoyogetneighbor drunk and,
listen, God's going to spew on you. That's serious.

You see, God knows what it results in, you've seen Skid tReypoor pathetic that walk around
in that area, you know what's going on with the stabbdrthe defenseless people who couldn't
defend themselves at all from an attack or reasonaltdpst. You've seen that kind of life. |
grew up, my early years, preaching in missions. Missiaer afission down there, | know what
it's like and so do you. You know what it leads to. | havastomyself the question, anything
that's that potentially destructive is it wise for tneengage myself in any entertainment of it at
all?
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So, is it the same, is it necessary, is it the bhedthabit forming, is it potentially destructive?
Number six and we'll do the last three real quick. téfénsive to other Christians? There's
another checkpoint. You have to ask yourself this, ifrikgrs it going to offend other
Christians? You say, "Well, I'm free, | don't want td ipgo some legalistic bondage, I'm free to
do what | want and | can handle it." A guy said to mevask, | can handle it, | don't know
what you're so upset about | just like one little sticgtcotch in the morning and one little shot at
night and | can handle it, it has no affect on ngay well maybe you can but maybe somebody
that sees you do that, can't.

Now listen to this, in | Cor. chapter 8, verse 9, tlseaegeneral principle and then it becomes
very specific in Romans 14 buCor. 8:9 Take heed, he says, lest by any means this liberty of
yours becomes a stumbling block to them that are weakkiow, I've had parents come to me
and say, "You know, we use to drink and we drank until oark@&came teenagers and then we
stopped drinking because we saw that they took our eraamgl began to drink and they
couldn't handle it." You know a lot of parents have ed happen. The police call them up and
say we've got your kid down here; he's drunk we found him layitigeistreet. You see, you
may have the liberty and you may have the moderatamnmay have the maturity and the
strength but you may set the example for somebody émétlandle it.

Further in Paul's time drunkenness was associated witim paligion, remember that? Bacchus
and Dionysus and all the things we went into last time,k#mmess was associated with pagan
religion and when people became Christians just hkeg tidn't want to eat the meat that was
offered to the idols anymore, a lot of them didn't watitirag to do with drinking either. And
boy when they became Christians one of the thing let go was drinking, they became tea-
totelers. And when Christians would come along and sakiave the liberty to drink and they
would drink wine, that would be very offensive to those peaple had all their life long in
paganism associated drinking with the ceremonies of Satan.

Now go to Romans 14 and I'll show you that becauseshmecisely the issue to what Paul
speaks, here were some people who in Rome had been dixpak¢his evil drunkenness
connected with pagan worship and now they were Christiattsome of these other Christians,
maybe they were Jewish Christians and they didn't trasdoackground and they didn't have
this problem with drinking but boy, some of these Ge@heistians., they had associated the
drunkenness and the debauchery, the immorality and therghdand the evil and all of the
terrible dissipation that went with drunkenness and, whey became Christians they didn't
want to have a thing to do with it. And some Christiaquld come along and say, "Ah, drink up,
it's no big deal”, they would be deeply offended. And thdg'dthink they had that freedom
because to them that was the old life and now in thelifew ought to be different. And some
Christians who would take their liberty to drink in fraxftthose Christians who couldn't have
that liberty because of their past, would be very offersingethey'd make that brother stumble
and they'd make that brother wounded and grieved and so iarRd Paul says you shouldn't
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do that. In verse 13 he says, "Let no man put a stumblial lolr occasion to fall in his brothers
way". Don't do that it will offend him, further theieanother category of people.

There are some people who can't handle that sortraf.tBut if you do it they'll say, "Oh, it

must be alright" and they'll do it and. become alcoboplfou see? You not only offend some but
you make some stumble and become weak. So he says doit,dintit make people stumble
either by doing something they think is so wrong or by doimgeshing that they think they

have the right to do and when they do it they becdonwhalics.

You know, I've met too many alcoholics, I've seen JesuisiGhange too many alcoholics, I've
been to too many Alcoholics Anonymous meetings, I'venstite back and watched what was
going on, I've been to too much of that stuff to ever waie responsible in my life to ever
giving anybody the idea that they can go ahead and drinktheatvant because | have no
control over who's going to follow my example and end up widisastered life. He says here,
"Nothing is unclean of itself", verse 14, that's notifseie, not of itself but if your brother is
grieved with your food, verse 15, "Then you're not walkmtpve". In other words, you're
saying, "l don't care what you think, I'm going to drink whigte and you can hang it on your
ear". Then you don't love your brother, for verse 17 sy kingdom of God is not food and
drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holyt Spirhat you want to cultivate is
righteousness, peace and joy not the liberty to eatiankl

So, verse 19, "Let us therefore follow Vie things that nfakg@eace and things which one may
edify another. Just do what's going to build somebody tpvhat's going to tear them down.
Don't do what will make them weak or will make themmsble or will make them offended.

"For food", verse 20, "destroy not the work of God."I'things, indeed, are pure but it is evil for
that man who eats with offense.” It might be okagriok, there's nothing wrong with wine in
and of itself if it's diluted properly and doesn't take ay@yr senses but if you do it is it going
to make somebody else offended? So verse 21 callstéabstinence in certain situations, "it's
good neither to eat meat nor drink wine." Don't drink @lgt"if it causes your brother to
stumble, be offended or made weak." See? Put it awaytéleing here not about any food but
about meat offered to idols.

So he's saying don't eat meat offered to idols and don'taninkvine if it makes somebody
offended, somebody stumble. You say, "Boy, you could goutih your whole life adjusting to
other people". That's the idea, that's what God want$g/do. You know there are people who
have come out of an alcoholic background and. it's otfeeaiost wonderful things in the world
that Jesus Christ had delivered them, it's one of thé emcging things they could think of that
Christ has delivered them., has saved them, has wastracttban and has taken away that evil
sin of alcoholism and drunkenness and for a Christianriie@long and exalt that liberty in
front of them is very offensive. To say nothing of doingnd letting your children see it or some
weaker brother and they fall into a terrible, terrible pi



So, we ask the question, is it the same? And the ansvio'i. Is it necessary? And the answer
is "no". Is it the best choice? The answer is "®'it habit forming? Yes, it can be. Is it
potentially destructive? Oh yes. Is it offensive to othierstians? Very often it is, there may be
some places in the world where that's not true batgost prohibition society like ours
Christianity has always kind of been associated witlarinking and surely it's offensive to
many people on that basis and to others who would stumieabgt be terribly offended
because they see it as their old life.

Let me ask you two more questions quickly. Will it hany Christian testimony? People say,
"Oh if | drink, | can reach out to people, if | drink andwlbat they do they will accept me." Will
it really help your testimony or will it harm it? Weih Romans 14:1@& says, "Let not your good
be evil spoken of". It's very possible that you can gead guy with a good ministry but if you
exercise your liberty to drink to the offense of othergieohey're going to depreciate your
testimony and your ministry and think less of you. | knbis for a fact. If | got up in the pulpit
and said, "Now | want you to know that | drink, | can Hantd" You'd gasp, some of you, some
of you would clutch your Scoffield Bible and run for therwrs. John MacArthur drinks. And
every time | got up to speak again, you'd remember he drimksnder if he really has a clear
mind. And that would bother a lot of you. Some of youatldn't bother at all but some of you
it would bother so for no other reason | don't want adyito be disturbed or bothered and |
don't want my Christian testimony to be lessened imaawyner at all because | do something.
And so | ask myself the question, will others think lesse as a Christian if | do that. And |
know in the church circles in Christian circles thare many people who think, who would,
think much less of me if | did that. And so | don't wembffend them. What about the world,
what about the unsaved?

| Cor. 10:31 very interesting, says, "Wherefore whether yowealrink, whether you're eating
meat offered to idols or drinking wine, or whatever yodweng, do it all to the glory of God."
Now how you going to do it to the glory of God? Verse &lyé no offense, not to the Jews,
nor to the Gentiles nor to the church." I don't wando what will offend the church, I don't want
to take a liberty that's going to offend a whole gob opjfeand make them think less of my
testimony nor do | want to offend the Jews or the I&etven as | please all in all things not
seeking my own profit but the profit of many that theyyrba saved..” Paul is really saying here,
if you want to reach the people who aren't saved, dtioging and stop eating food that was
offered to idols, let them see a difference. Do youlgt? Let them see a difference. | don't seek
to do what | want to do, | may have the liberty to dewmain thing but | have standards. One: to
glorify God, two: to offend absolutely nobody, threentake sure that | make a difference so
people can be saved, make a distinction.

And finally, if you've made it past the first seven dtpmnts here's number eight. Ask yourself
this, Are you really sure it's right to drink? | mearg gou absolutely sure? Because if you have
any conviction about it at all you ought to deal with th&ad a guy come to me last week and
he says, "I have beer with the boys, is that wrohgaid, what do you think? He says, "Well, |
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don't think it's wrong but it bothers me." | said, "Do yde Ibeing bothered?" "No, | don't like
being bothered.” | said, "Do you know how to stop beingdretd?" "Yea, don't do it." Yea, he
says, | don't think it's wrong but it bothers me.

You know somethingRomans 14:2% a helpful verse in that area and | don't have tiongo

into all of the exegesis of it but just to give you a labk. It says this, "He that doubts is
condemned if he eats because he eats not of faitthfmever is not of faith is a sin." The

picture is this; let's take it from the drinking side. Yeujot a guy here., he came out of a pagan
religion and he says, boy, it's wrong to drink thaffshat's all a part of the pagan cults, I'm not
going to touch that stuff but some liberated brother says eome on, Charley, don't hang up on
that we're free in Christ so go ahead and drink. So hksddoubting so what happens is he's
already in bondage to his legalism he's already kindandaker brother, he already can't enjoy
his freedom so you force him to do something against hicoussand, all you're going to do is
shove him deeper into doubt. Deeper into condemnation, degpeuestioning what he has the
liberty to do, and because he didn't do it believing hefigasto do it, it became sin to him
because he doubts God all the more, he's under morauguito forth.

The point is this, if you can't do something with a compiete conscious, believing-with all
your heart it's right, don't do it because what It @o is push you deeper into self-
condemnation, deeper into self-imposed guilt and that'sgvamd I'll add another thing, when
you violate your conscious you're doing a bad thing bedaeseore you violate your conscious
the more you sear your conscious with a hot iron agdufkeep piling up the scar tissue when
God really wants to poke you when there's a sensitive,ig®u won't feel it. Conscious is the
tool by which God convicts you. And if you violate consciagain and again and again, what's
going to happen is when you need it, it's not going to &e1lso there are some standards to
follow and you have to check yourself on these, take yayrthwough them and ask yourself the
same questions | ask myself. Is it the same, is gssgy, is it the best, is it habit forming, is it
potentially destructive, is it offensive to other Christjahs harmful, to my testimony and am |
certain that it is right? Can | do it totally believimgfaith in God that this is right?

And, beloved, all of this is simply one dimension @flking circumspectly, not as fools but as
wise redeeming the time for the days are evil. If youtw@nalk as a wise Christian this is one
way to chart your course. You've got to deal with thisas&et's pray.

Father, thank you for our time this morning, for giving usdpportunity to discuss and to share
on this most important subject. Lord, we would not belistgaand not be unloving and would
not be simply adapting a cultural situation but just dgalvith Your truth and Your word, help
us to put the pieces together and make a wise decisidesurs name Amen.
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